+Mass offered for vocations. The first reading was from Genesis 12:1-4. The Gospel was Matthew 9:35-38.

What is the land that Abraham was called out to, for which he is to leave his kinsfolk and his father’s house? There he will become a great nation, a blessing to all the communities of the earth. The gospel gives us the answer with Jesus going through all the towns and villages, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. The land is but a figure, a metaphor for the reign of God manifest in the person of Jesus, where we live by a whole new set of values, by a life that is God-given.

We are told that at the sight of the crowds, Jesus is moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd. The only true dwelling for the human heart is in God. No amount of land or possessions can begin to satisfy or secure the restless searching of the human heart. Isn’t this what our monasteries or religious communities are to offer, a place, a way of life where the incredible longings of the human heart are met, a place where at last a person may say: "I have found a home, I am once again able to taste the real meaning of life and be satisfied." The fields are white for the harvest but the laborers are few. Our life of prayer here at Gethsemani becomes all the more crucial for the future of God’s people. 
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