+Eucharist Reflection this morning: (May 29, 2009)
 

These last days before Pentecost, it is timely to hear these words of Jesus to Peter: "Do you love me?" 

 

We all know what it is to have our own plans for life, to dress ourselves and to go where we will.. To be Christian, to be a monk, is to stretch out our hands and have another to dress us and take us where we may often prefer not to go. We are to be clothed with the Holy Spirit and to follow Jesus wherever he may lead us. 
 

Often life is better lived not by having answers but by living with a question such as: "Do you love me?"

(John 21 – 15-19)

Gospel
Jn 21:15-19

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and eaten breakfast with them, he said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?" Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my lambs."
He then said to Simon Peter a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?"
Simon Peter answered him, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." He said to him, "Tend my sheep."
He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love me?" Peter was distressed that he had said to him a third time, "Do you love me?" and he said to him,
"Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you."
Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep.
Amen, amen, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to dress yourself and go where you wanted; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." He said this signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when he had said this, he said to him, "Follow me."
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